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Urbanization-Based Resettlement in Water Resources
Projects : Characteristics , Problems and

Mechanism Innovations
DUAN Yue-fang,ZHAO Xu

(Research Center for Reservoir Resettlement,
China Three Gorges University, Yichang 443002 , China)
Abstract: Resettlement has been one of the core issues of water resources project
construction. Urbanization-based resettlement has become a popular resettlement model to
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adapt to fast urbanization trend in China. The transformation of resettlement model has
provided an opportunity with resettlers to choose livelihood at same time it has brought about
potential risks to them. Urbanization-based resettlement with involuntary nature has some
distinguished characteristics such as off farm employment-based livelihood, market-based
consumption style as well as socialized urban environment. There are many problems facing
urbanization-based  resettlement such as inappropriate compensation mechanism,
unemployment , resettlers’ negative attitude and low risk avoidance ability. These problems are
related to the outdated current resettlement mechanism which can not adapt to the new
situation of urbanization-based resettlement. In order to solve these problems it is necessary to
initiate and improve cost-benefit principle-based compensation mechanism, market-based
resources allocation mechanism , resettlers’earning rights-based benefit sharing mechanism as
well as funding-focused resettlers’ social security mechanism.

Key Words: populations affected by water resource projects; urbanization-based

resettlement ; characteristics; mechanism innovation
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