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Are There Differences of Rural-Urban Migrants’ Wage

Structure in Cities of Different Sizes?
QU Xiao-bo, YU Wen-zhi
(Institute of Population and Labor Economics, Chinese Academy Social Science;
Shanghai University, Shanghai Academy)

Abstract: Using the Chinese Migrant Dynamic Monitoring Survey data from 2011 to
2016, this paper analyzes the wage structure differences among migrant workers in small and
medium-sized cities (with less than 1 million population) , large cities (with 1 million to 5
million population) and mega cities (with no less than 5 million population) . The quantile
regression results show that: (a) the returns on gender are lower with the expansion of the
city scale at almost all quantiles, especially in lower quantiles; (b) the returns on the work
experience are higher with the expansion of the city scale only in higher quantiles; (c¢) the
return differences between blue-collar and white-collar occupations increases with the
expansion of the city scale at almost all quantiles, while the return differences between blue-
collar occupations decreases with the expansion of the city scale at lower quantiles. (d) the
returns to education increased enormously by the expansion of the city scale. The return to
education is higher in lower quantiles in the small and medium-sized cities but lower in lower
quantiles in the large and mega cities.

Key Words: rural-urban migrant workers; wage structure; city size; quantile regression
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