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Historical Evolution of City Management Thoughts

by the Communist Party of China in the Last Century
SHENG Guang-yao'"
(1. University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 102488, China;
2. Research Institute for Eco-civilization, CASS, Beijing 100710, China)

Abstract: Throughout the past century since the founding of the Communist Party of
China, city management has grown out of nothing, with a relatively mature ideological system
established from studying and exploring, and has been serving industrial production,
economic construction, urbanization and modernization of urban governance, with world-
renowned historic achievements realized. After reviewing the Party’s city management
thoughts and practices, it’s found that the focus, responsibilities, systems and mechanisms,
management methods of city management in different historical periods vary with the
development of the country and cities, which displays the evolution process from traditional
city management to modern city governance. But no matter what the variation, the
Communist Party of China holds an inter-connected guiding ideology for city management at
each stage, showing consistency in internal logic as an embodiment of the basic principles of
the “Three Insistence” , that is, the insistence on the leadership of the Communist Party in
city management work ; the insistence on the major task of serving the Party and the national
development, and the insistence on the work policy of relying on and serving the people.
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