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Engels’ The Housing Question: Ecological Dimension

Considerations and Contemporary Value
BAO Qing-de', QIAN Chao-shi’
(1. College of philosophy, Inner Mongolia university, Hohhot 010020, China;
2. College of Marxism, Inner Mongolia university, Hohhot 010020, China)

Abstract; In the early stage of industrialization, the industrial city formed by urban
population gathering triggered the change of people’s demand for ecological environment, and
at the same time, it also produced ecological environment problems. Engels analyzed in
“The Housing Question” that in the early stage of industrialization, with the improvement of
productivity, workers poured into emerging cities, and the gathering of a large number of
people in cities led to the disorderly expansion of cities and the spread of borders, which led
to new changes in the relationship between man and nature. For example, the material
circulation between man and the natural environment in the city is blocked, the urban
production space is compressed, the living space is messy, the ecological space is chaotic,
and diseases are prevalent. Under the control of capital logic, the living environment of
workers has gradually deteriorated. Reviewing Engels’ “ The Housing Question” from the
ecological perspective, this paper analyzes the problems of the obstruction of the cycle
between man and nature, the boundary between man and nature, and the urban spatial
layout caused by the development of housing and cities in the process of industrialization and
urbanization, and provides ecological enlightenment and theoretical reference for building a
people-centered city with overall development, long-term planning and green development.

Key Words: FEngels; The Housing Question; ecological dimension considerations;

ecological civilization ; urbanization
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