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The Behavioral Characteristics over Time of Corporate

Environmental and Social Responsibility under Sustainability
CHEN Jing-ling
(Business School, Yangzhou University, Yangzhou 225009, China)

Abstract; The responsibilities undertaken by enterprises in the environmental and
social fields of sustainability are usually collectively referred to as corporate social
responsibility, which is manifested as the positive commitments and actions made by
enterprises to various stakeholders. However, compared with social responsibility, there are
more technical requirements for enterprises to implement environmental responsibility. After
multi-dimensional comparison of the corporate responsibility in the two sustainable fields,
this paper puts forward the hypothesis that the two types of corporate responsibility
implementations have different trajectory over time. We analyze the practice across 237 firms
from 2010 to 2023, using latent growth curve modeling and one-way ANOVA. We find that
firms moved towards at least a moderate level of corporate social responsibility over time, but
tended to bifurcate in the extent to which they implemented environmental practices, towards
either the high or low end of the level, over time. Thus, when the theory of corporate social
responsibility is applied to the sustainability participation, it is necessary to separate the two
fields of corporate responsibility behaviors. The institutional factors enable enterprises face
the same development opportunities, but the technical conditions determine their behavioral
boundary condition and different development tendency.

Key Words: corporate social responsibility; corporate environmental responsibility;

behavior of responsibility ; characteristics over time; sustainability
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