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The Theoretical Transcendence and Contemporary Significance

of Marx’s Determination of Ecological Problems
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Abstract ; The increasingly serious ecological problems have attracted people’s attention
to the root causes of ecological problems. The theories of cultural idea, economic activity or
economic institution are different, but because of lack of depth, systematicness and
historicity, the theoretical circle has not reached a consensus, so that ecological governance
can not be carried out with a specific purpose. Standing at the height of historical
materialism, Marx insisted on the organic unity of “practical dialectics” and “theory of
historical generation”. In focusing on historical practice, jumping out of historical specificity
and insisting on historical generation, he attributed the root of ecological problems to the
capitalist mode of production and believed that the essence of ecological problems was the
tension between capitalist mode of production and carrying capacity of the earth’s
ecosystem. In contemporary context, to grasp the theory of the root of Marx’s capitalist mode
of production is to transform it into the governance basis, governance principles, governance
methods and governance objectives of global ecological issues, so as to respond to various
western ecological trends of thought, dispel the hegemony of Western ecological discourse,
solve global ecological problems and bring mankind into ecological civilization.

Key Words: the root of ecological problems; Marx; capitalist mode of production;

ecological civilization
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