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Methodological Logic of the Concept of

“Lucid Waters and Lush Mountains are Invaluable Assets”
SHEN Manhong
(Tnstitute of Ecological Civilization of Zhejiang A&F University, Hangzhou 311300, China)

Abstract: The concept of “lucid waters and lush mountains are invaluable assets” has a rigorous
methodological logic. The first level is materialistic dialectics. From the perspective of universally
connected, “gold mountains” cannot be separated from “green mountains”, “green mountains” are
themselves “gold mountains”. From the perspective of eternal development, “green mountains” are not only
the foundation of “gold mountains”, but also can be transformed into “gold mountains”. The concept of
“lucid waters and lush mountains are invaluable assets” embodies the law of unity of opposites, the law of
mutual change of quality and quantity, and the law of negation of negation. The second level is the systems
theory methodology. The three main philosophical foundations of “lucid waters and lush mountains are
invaluable assets” are adhering to the concept of “civilization’s thriving if ecology thrives” , “harmonious
coexistence of human beings and nature” and “ systematic governance of mountains, rivers, forests,
farmlands, lakes, grasslands and deserts”, which inevitably requires adherence to systematic concepts,
systematic thinking, and systematic methods, specifically to adhere to the overall coordination method. The
third level is the ecological methodology. In accordance with the “food chain” and “food web” theories of
ecology, it is essential to adhere to the concepts of ecological life and ecological priority; and concerning the
theories of bionics, it is essential to adhere to the concepts of circular development and social ecology. The
concept of “lucid waters and lush mountains are invaluable assets” realizes the harmonious unity from
fundamental methods to concrete methods, which is of great theoretical and practical significance for
promoting the construction of ecological civilization with the goal of a beautiful China.

Key Words: Xi Jinping ecological civilization thought; lucid waters and lush mountains are invaluable
assets; methodology
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