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Xi Jinping Ecological Civilization Thought . Its Inheritance and

Evolution of the Doctrine of “Unity of Nature and Human”
YAN Binggang, YU Yuan

Abstract: The concept of “unity of nature and human” signifies the unity of cosmic vital force and
moral principle. In terms of qi, it implies the shared vital essence between heaven and humanity; in terms of
li, it denotes the unity of virtue between heaven and humanity ; and in the synthesis of li and qi, it manifests
as the integration of heaven and humanity and the ethical ideal of “all people as siblings, all things as
companions”. The proposition that “humans and nature form a community of life” of Xi Jinping modernizes
“unity of nature and human” while sinicizing the Marxist view of nature. Both the “community of life
between humans and nature” and the “community of life on Earth” represent creative transformations and
innovative developments of “unity of nature and human” at the ontological level. “Harmonious coexistence
between humans and nature” achieves the modernization of “unity of nature and human” at the practical
level. The principle of “taking in moderation and using with restraint” provides an objective guarantee for
“harmonious coexistence between humans and nature. ” The “Two Mountains Theory” elevates “harmonious
coexistence” to a theoretical culmination, emerging as a novel ecological theory within the great practice of
Chinese modernization. Xi Jinping Thought on Ecological Civilization exemplifies the “second integration”.
This theory not only establishes a theoretical foundation for the sustainable development of the Chinese nation
but also contributes China’s solution to the enduring prosperity of the “community of life on Earth. ”

Key Words: unity of nature and human; harmonious coexistence; community of life; ecological

civilization; Chinese modernization

TR, wARE

O HRgEFE, Mek, TRESR. ESERE), Bl BEREIMEL, 2015 42, 451223 i,
11



