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Abstract: Since the reform and opening-up policy in 1978, China’s economic and
social conditions have changed dramatically. In particular, the vast changes have taken place
in the development, utilization and protection of water resources, which is mainly reflected in
aspects of behaviors, concepts, theoretical research and practices. Therefore, it is of great
significance to summarize the development history of the utilization and protection of China’s
water resources systematically in the past 40 years and to look forward to the future demand
for the new era of the country. Through consulting literature materials, the authors sorted out
the development process of water resources utilization and protection from 1978 to 2018
systematically, which was divided into three stages: main development stage from 1978 to
1999 ; comprehensive utilization stage from 2000 to 2012 ; major protection stage from 2013
to 2018. Based on the analysis of the demand for the development of the new era in China,
this paper looks forward to the new stage of the utilization and protection of water resources in
the future, holding that the stage giving priority to protection will continue for a period of
time that is expected to be around 2025. It proposes a new research that water resources
utilization will be developed into a stage called intelligent water-consumption in the future. In
this paper, we analyze the development direction of water resources utilization and protection
in several hot spots in the future and put forward its prospect.

Key Words: 40th anniversary of China’s reform and opening-up policy ; water resources

utilization ; water resources protection; intelligent water-consumption
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