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The Optimization of Urban Functions of the Inland

Node Cities Under the Belt and Road Initiative
AN Xiao-ming
(Henan Academy of Social Sciences, Zhengzhou 450002, China)

Abstract: The implementation and promotion of the Belt and Road ( B&R ) initiative
brought great opportunities for the development of inland node cities, and put forward new
requirements for the function of inland node cities. Zhengzhou, Wuhan and Xi’ an are
typical inland node cities of the B&R, have made certain achievements in the city function
optimization, but there are also many shortcomings. In order to better adapt to the B&R
initiative, the urban function of the inland node cities should be repositioned. Therefore, we
must accelerate the construction of open highland to enhance the economic opening function
of node cities, strengthen the construction of comprehensive hubs to enhance the channel and
hub function of node cities, speed up platform construction to enhance the gathering function
of node cities, promote cultural exchanges and cooperation to enhance the external
communication function of node cities, create good urban environment to enhance the
comprehensive service function of node cities, strengthen cooperation of the node cities to
enhance the overall competitiveness of node cities.

Key Words: the Belt and Road; inland node cities; urban function
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