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Analysis of the Marxist Theory of

Urban-Rural Integration
LI Hong-yu' ,LIANG Shang-peng’
(1. Institute for Urban and Environmental Studies,
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100028, China;
2. Graduate School, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 102488, China)

Abstract: Generating from the 1940s, the theory of urban-rural integration is an
important component of Marxist theory. The industrial revolution and urbanization in the
capital world exert an effect on the thought of Marx and Engels. The urban-rural integration
thought of utopian and Liebig’s agricultural chemical theory provides thought enlightenment to
Marx and Engels. The Marxist theory of urban-rural integration is built on the philosophical
basis of dialectical materialism and historical materialism. Its dialectical thought includes the
“opposition and uniform” relation and “negation of negation” relation between town and
country. The final point and end result of urban-rural integration are free and overall
development of human and harmony between man and nature. The Marxist theory of urban-
rural integration often incorporates three phases: chaotic urban-rural composition, urban-
rural opposition and urban-rural integration. The division of labor and productivity are the
inner power of urban-rural integration with the division of labor as the indirect agent while
productivity deciding the trend and direction of urban-rural relationship. The realization of
urban-rural integration has three pre-conditions: plentiful material cultures, socialist public
ownership of the means of production and free and overall development of human.

Key Words: Marxism; urban-rural opposition; urban-rural integration
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