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Practical Experience and Implications of Natural
Resource Assets Accounting;: A Case Study of Dapeng New
District in Shenzhen City

Research Group for “Research on Eco-product Development in
Dapeng New District of Shenzhen City”
(Institute for Resources and Environmental Policy of the State Council
Development Research Center, Beijing 100100, China)

Abstract; China began accounting for natural resources assets at the beginning of 21st
century following three basic ideas: first physical quantity and then value, first stock and
then flow, first classification and then synthesis. The Central Committee of the Party and
State Council of China has put great importance to the construction of ecological civilization
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after the 18th Congress of the communist party of China with the proposal “explore compiling
the balance sheet for natural resources” in 2013, and issued The Pilot Programme for the
Preparation of the Balance Sheet for Naiural Resources in 2015. It also launched trials in
several regions in the following year. The Dapeng New District began to carry out innovative
accounting for the value of natural resources assets in 2015 according to the characteristics of
its natural resources. The district formulated the accounting systems about organization
guarantee, supervision guarantee, data collection, accounting management and accounting
planning, explored the accounting contents and methods of natural resources with special
features such as coastal waters, rare and endangered species, ancient trees and famous
trees, and determined the detailed list of data collection and corresponding collection
methods. The accounting results have been applied to the ecological audit of leading cadres
and the comprehensive index of ecological environment. This case study suggests that in order
to promote and accounting of natural resources assets and the preparation of balance sheets
for natural resources, we need to focus six tasks: defining functional positioning,
strengthening institutional ~safeguards, optimizing accounting content, standardizing
accounting methods, ensuring data quality and promoting application practices.

Key Words: Dapeng New District; accounting for natural resources assets; value of

ecological service function
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