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The Classification and Characteristics of Border County

Tourism Competitiveness in China
SHI Yu-qing
(Institute of Chinese Borderland Studies,
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijingl00732, China)

Abstract: Tourism in border areas is one of focuses in tourism geography field, which
has developed rapidly along with the establishment of border cities and border economic
cooperation zones. With the booming development of border tourism in China, the
competition among border counties is becoming increasingly fierce. Border county tourism
development plays more and more important role in the economic development in border
areas. Eight factors are chosen to evaluate the tourism competitiveness of border counties in
China. With clustering analysis, border counties could be grouped into five types: resource
advantaged, border-port advantaged, location advantaged, agglomeration advantaged and
relatively balanced-developed type. This paper concludes that different types of border
counties have different tourism development mechanism. Tourism development of resource
advantaged counties rely on abundant tourism resources and government guidance and
promotion. Tourism development of port advantaged counties often drives by border trade.
Location advantaged counties have good location and transportation condition, the whole city
style and tourism festival is the key factor to attract tourists. Agglomeration advantaged
counties play a leading role in regional tourism development. Relatively balanced-developed
counties have relatively mature tourism development, thus stimulating tourism development of
surrounding areas.

Key Words: border counties; tourism competitiveness; characteristics; China
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