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The Comparison and Enlightenment of the Environmental

Tax System in China and the United States
YAN Yun-feng', WANG Ran”, FAN Qing-wen'
(1. Capital University of Economics and Business, Beijing 100070, China;
2. University of International Business and Economics, Beijing 100029, China)
Abstract; The environmental tax is an important means to realize green development.
We define the scope of environmental tax according to the OECD statistics, then compare the
scale, trend, stringency index and structure of environmental tax in China and the United
States, compare two countries’ environmental tax elements. Results show that China’s
environmental tax revenue rises faster than the United States significantly, China’s
environmental tax revenue share of total tax revenue, share of GDP, environmental policy
stringency index are bigger than the United States’ in recent years, which shows that China’s tax
system has green features. However, China’s environmental tax structure and tax system are not
reasonable. To promote high-quality environmental protection, China should reform its top-level
design of environmental tax deeply, make forward-looking plans for the strategic objectives,
reform principles, tax legislation and tax system design; design tax system elements and tax
structure scientifically; establish a system of environmental tax system with extensive coverage.
Key Words: ecological civilization; environmental tax revenue; tax structure; tax
elements; tax reform

TAEB B BOR A
93



