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Is the Countryside Really Falling Behind

under the Tide of Urbanization?
SONG Ying-chang
(Institute for Urban and Environmental Studies,
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100028, China)

Abstract; The rural decline is a hot issue of social concern. Through the analysis of
statistical data and literature research, the author confirmed the rural decline is the objective
existence in China from the perspective of urbanization. Population loss is the main cause of
the decline of rural areas. Industrialization and urbanization serve as inducement of the loss of
rural population. Rural decline is a byproduct of industrialization and urbanization, which is
the objective law in the world. As to rural decline, we should take a scientific and rational
opinion, dare to admit the fact of the rural decline, and have the ability to accurately
predict the far-reaching impact of the decline in rural areas. Additionally, the decline of
rural areas is beneficial to the ecological environment, and will not endanger food
security. Agriculture, rural areas, farmers are not “three in one” community of interests or
the community of destiny, and farmers are the core of “three rural issues” . To face the
decline of the rural areas under the tide of urbanization, the farmer issue should be the key
problem to be solved. The government should give much more help to the farmers, and is
committed to nurturing new farmers through the baptism of industrialization and
urbanization.

Key Words: rural decline; industrialization; urbanization; farmer issue
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